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Li Han-chang, two other brothers, with twenty
grandsons and eight great-grandsons. Subsequently
the memorial tablet of the deceased lady was en-
shrined in the ancestral hall of the Li family, with
much reverential ceremony, in the presence of a large
concourse of mandarins, all very sincere in their
respect for a woman so truly meritorious as the
mother of two Viceroys.1
The ingenious author of the Memoirs asserts that
Li Hung-chang wrote the following on the seventh
day of his visit to Germany :—
" This day I will seclude myself from all callers in
order that I may devote myself to thoughts of my
celestial mother, who died fourteen years ago this day,
and who for that long time has been thinking of my
coming to the Peaceful Sunlight of the Nine Springs.
With all the incidents of my life, its trials and lamen-
tations, its moments of joy and pride, with all and
every aflEair of life, I cannot forget my celestial mother
and all she was and is to me.
u My father died many years before my mother,
and his grave is great and hallowed. Many hundreds
of times did my mother bless it and ask my father's
spirit to hasten the time when her own might join
his in the Happy Vale of Ancestral Longevity. My
mother could never think of taking her own life. It is
thought great and glorious to do such a thing by many
of the ignorant—and many of the intellectual too.
But my father's beloved helpmeet could never think
it was right, nor that it pleased the spirits of the
gone-befores* . * -
" My life's greatest grief was the death of my
mother, and I desired a year of mourning, but the
} It is interesting to note that she was by birth a member of the Li clan,
which would have prevented her marrying Li Hung-chang's father but for
the fact that his father waa an adopted son, by birth a Hsu.

